480          FARTHER ACCOUNT OF THE

RICHARD COWLEY

Is said to have been an actor of a low class ; hav-
ing performed the part of Verges in Much Ado About
Nothing : He probably acted such parts, as gamesome
Armin ; such characters as required dry humour, ra-
ther than splendid declamation. In 1589, he repre-
sented the character of Giraldus in Tarleton's Platt
of the Seven Deadlie Sinns. He was, however,
adopted, from the Lord Chamberlain's company, by
Bang James into his, and was ranked the last, in the
royal license of 1604. He was recognized as & fellow
by Augustine Phillips, in 1605, and distinguished as
a friend, by a legacy of twenty shillings. He lived
among the other players, and among the fashionable
persons of that period, in Holywell Street. " I know
not when this actor died," says Mr. Malone, the his-
torian of the stage 2. He was buried, says the regis-
ter of the parish, in St. Leonard's, Shoreditch, on the
13th of March, 1618-193, three days before the great
Burbadge finished his career, in the same cemetery.
But, my searches in the prerogative-office have not
found either his will, or an administration to his
estate.

Such were the nine patentees, who were named 111
King James's license of 1603 ; and who were, thereby,
empowered to show their stage plays, to their best
commoditie. The royal license, however, was not
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3 The register calls him Richard Cowley, player. His wife
Elizabeth was buried in the same cemetery, on the 28th of Sep-
tember, 1616. By her he had a son, Robert, who was baptized
on the 7th of March, 1595-6; a son, Cuthbert, on the 8th of
May, 1597; a son, Richard, on the 29th of April, 1599, who
was buried on the 26th of February, 1603-4 ; and a daughter,
Elizabeth, was baptized on the 2cl of February, 1601-2.